
Key Insights 

• Gradualism is essential for achieving unity among African nations, as immediate union may 

not be feasible. 

• Different methods exist among leaders to reach the common goal of unity, reflecting diverse 

perspectives and strategies. 

• An economic community is proposed as a foundational step to enhance trade and 

cooperation between African states. 

• Preserving national sovereignty is crucial while progressing towards unity, ensuring states 

retain their identity and benefits. 

• Historical alliances in the post-independence era have complicated the pursuit of African 

unity, highlighting the challenges faced by leaders. 

Questions for consideration 

1. What concerns does President Mba raise regarding immediate unity among African 

states? 

Mba suggests that achieving immediate unity may overlook the complexities of existing 

relationships and the need for a transitional period to facilitate gradual integration. 

 

2. Why does President  Mba emphasize the importance of preserving sovereignty in the 

pursuit of unity? 

Preserving sovereignty allows individual states to maintain their unique identities and 

interests while still working towards a collaborative framework for unity. 

 

3. How did post-independence alliances impact the quest for African unity? 

The establishment of cross-national and international alliances created competing interests 

that hindered the ability of African states to unite effectively. 

 

4. What implications does the failure to unite post-independence have for African leaders 

and their legacy? 

This failure raises questions about their commitment to true unity and the extent to which 

they represent the aspirations of the masses who fought for independence. 

 


