
Key Insights 

• The fight against tribalism is central to achieving African Unity. 

• A flexible approach is necessary to accommodate the diversity of African nations. 

• Mutual respect and confidence are vital for successful partnerships and unity. 

• The experience of Congo serves as a model for collective efforts across Africa. 

• Decolonization is a critical objective for establishing genuine unity among African states. 

Questions for consideration 

1. What is the only path, according to Kasavubu, that could potentially lead to African Unity? 

Kasavubu suggests that adopting a flexible approach that respects the diversity of each 

nation-state while collaborating towards shared goals is essential for achieving African Unity. 

 

2. Why does President of Congo use his country’s recent experience as a perfect road map to 

attain the objectives of the Addis Ababa Meeting? 

He believes that Congo’s lessons in overcoming tribalism and fostering mutual respect can 

serve as a model for other African nations facing similar challenges. 

 

3. What does Kasavubu mean when he said that “Certain circumstances have given to 

tribalism a symbolic value in Congo, in these circumstances our efforts to root it out take 

on the merits of a test for all Africa”? 

Kasavubu indicates that the unique context of Congo’s tribal conflicts symbolizes broader 

continental issues, making their resolution a critical test for Africa’s unity and future. 

 

4. Why have inherited colonial boundaries that served the specific interests of European 

colonial powers continued to be revered and unchallenged by African leaders? 

Despite strong condemnation of ongoing colonialism, many African leaders maintain 

colonial boundaries due to political, economic, and social complexities, which often 

perpetuate divisions rather than fostering unity. 

 


