
Key Insights 

• The King of Burundi underscores the need for African Unity as a solution to the continent’s 

underdevelopment. 

• He identifies geography, colonialism, and post-colonial challenges as significant factors 

impeding progress in Africa. 

• The King believes that the remnants of colonialism can be overcome through collective will 

and experience. 

• He warns against the influence of former colonial powers that may seek to sabotage African 

efforts towards unity. 

• The King asserts that shared values among African civilizations can serve as a foundation for 

achieving unity and addressing common challenges. 

Question for consideration 

What are African civilizations and upon which values do they rest? 

African civilizations are diverse cultures that share common values such as family solidarity and 

hospitality, which can be leveraged to foster unity. 

 

How can Africans use these values to achieve unity? 

By emphasizing shared cultural values, Africans can build a sense of belonging and collective 

identity that fosters cooperation and solidarity. 

 

What obstacles to progress does the King of Burundi identify in the post-independence era? 

The King points to dependency on aid, attempts by former colonial powers to disrupt unity, and 

inadequate infrastructure as major obstacles to development. 

 

What does the King mean by “A divided Africa will always be a dominated Africa”? 

The statement implies that without unity, Africa remains vulnerable to external influences and 

control, highlighting the need for collective strength to achieve independence and 

development. 

 


