
Key Insights 

• President Yameogo’s mandate reflects a collective desire for unity among African nations. 

• The concept of African Unity is tied to ethical renewal and improved human relations. 

• Flexibility in institutional frameworks is crucial for maintaining unity and stability. 

• The tension between sovereignty and collective governance is a significant theme in post-

independence discussions. 

• Institutional legitimacy is questioned when the masses are excluded from the post-

independence developmental process. 

Questions for consideration 

1. What did Yameogo mean by his mandate to take back the Charter of African Unity? 

Yameogo indicated that his responsibility was to ensure that African Unity is not just a 

discussion but a binding agreement that reflects the will of the people of Upper Volta. 

 

2. What is the significance of flexibility in the future Union’s permanent organs? 

Flexibility is essential for the union’s durability, allowing it to adapt to challenges without 

disintegrating. 

 

3. How does Yameogo justify the respect for the sovereignty of independent African states? 

He emphasizes the importance of acknowledging each state’s independence while striving 

for collective unity, balancing national pride with cooperative efforts. 

 

4. What does sovereignty mean to African nationalists in the context of independence? 

For African nationalists, sovereignty represents the ability of nations to govern themselves 

and make decisions free from colonial or external influence, emphasizing s 


