
Key Insights 

• President Bourguiba identifies decolonization and economic development as essential for 

African unity. 

• He distinguishes between the gradual process of unity and the immediate concept of “unity 

of purpose.” 

• The call for unity is rooted in mutual respect and awareness of shared challenges. 

• President Bourguiba emphasizes the importance of grassroots consent and understanding in 

achieving unity. 

• He suggests that unity should focus on practical implications and the moral responsibilities 

of African states. 

Questions for consideration 

What does Bourguiba mean by “unity of purpose”? 

Unity of purpose refers to a collective aspiration among African nations to address shared 

challenges and work collaboratively towards common goals, which can be realized immediately. 

 

How does Bourguiba view the relationship between decolonization and unity? 

He believes that successful decolonization and economic development are foundational to 

achieving unity among African nations, as they foster mutual respect and understanding. 

 

Why does Bourguiba caution against viewing unity as an easily attainable goal? 

He warns that expecting unity to be achieved quickly through motions or constitutions can lead 

to disappointment, advocating instead for a realistic approach grounded in the realities of the 

continent. 

 

What role does public consent play in Bourguiba’s vision of unity? 

Bourguiba argues that true unity can only emerge from the genuine, profound, and freely 

expressed consent of the people, highlighting the importance of understanding, trust, and 

respect among nations. 

 

 

 


