
Key Insights 

• President Nyerere’s speech highlights the collective desire for African unity among 

independent nations. 

• The urgency for action is emphasized over further dialogue, indicating a shift towards 

tangible support for non-independent nations. 

• Unity is presented as a process, not an instantaneous achievement, requiring ongoing 

commitment. 

• President Nyerere critiques the notion that unity can be willed into existence, emphasizing 

the need for human effort and agency. 

• The speech reflects broader themes of sovereignty and independence in the context of 

African nationalism and the responsibilities of leaders. 

Questions for consideration 

1. What does President Nyerere mean when he said that “We come here to find our 

common denominator in our approach to African unity?" 

Nyerere is expressing that the purpose of the meeting is to identify shared values and 

strategies among African nations to work collaboratively towards unity, rather than debating 

the desire for it. 

 

2. What does President Nyerere mean when he said that “It is not in the nature of human 

action that the will and the fulfillment should be simultaneous”? 

He suggests that while the desire for unity is present, the actual achievement of that unity 

requires time, effort, and ongoing processes rather than being realized instantly or 

magically. 

 

3. How does Nyerere view the concept of African unity as a process? 

Nyerere indicates that African unity will not happen overnight; it requires sustained effort, 

cooperation, and evolution, reflecting the complexities of political and social landscapes 

across the continent. 

 

4. What implications arise if African nationalists succeed in uniting the masses for 

independence but fail to achieve desired unity post-independence? 

If this occurs, it could lead to disillusionment among the populace and suggest that leaders 

did not meet the collective aspirations of the people, potentially undermining their 

legitimacy and future governance. 

 


