
Key Insights 

• President Osman identifies colonial boundaries as a major hindrance to African Unity. 

• He believes that ignoring the injustices of colonialism is a defeatist attitude. 

• Osman suggests that immediate adjustments to boundaries may worsen tensions. 

• He advocates gradual collaboration as a precursor to greater unity. 

• The speech highlights the complex relationship between inherited boundaries and national 

sovereignty. 

Questions for consideration 

What reasons does President Osman provide for addressing colonial legacies in Africa? 

Osman argues that colonial legacies are the root causes of divisions and rivalries and addressing 

them is essential for achieving unity. 

 

Why does President Osman believe African States are hesitant to surrender their sovereignty? 

He posits that the recent acquisition of sovereignty makes states reluctant to cede power to a 

central government, reflecting concerns over autonomy. 

 

How does President Osman reconcile his opposition to colonial legacy with respect for 

inherited boundaries? 

He distinguishes between the injustices of colonialism and the current political reality, 

suggesting that while inherited boundaries are unjust, they are also politically sensitive and 

complex. 

 

What implications arise if African leaders fail to address colonial boundaries? 

Failure to confront these issues may demonstrate a lack of commitment to genuine 

independence and unity, affecting perceptions both domestically and internationally. 

 


