Key Insights

e President Margai believes that the aspiration for African Unity has deep roots in Sierra
Leonean society.

e He views current divisions among African states as temporary and surmountable.

e Margai stresses the need for collective commitment to various aspects of development for
the success of the conference.

e The world is observing the leaders’ efforts towards unity, indicating a broader significance of
their meeting.

e Margai’s comments reflect a hope that African nations can overcome obstacles to unity and
collaboration.

Questions for consideration

1. What does Margai mean by African Unity being a “longstanding” aspiration of the peoples
of Sierra Leone?
Margai refers to a deeply rooted belief in the potential for unity among African nations,
which has been a hope and goal for Sierra Leoneans over time.

2. What obstacles to African Unity does President Margai identify?
Margai implies that the obstacles are mainly the temporary differences in approaches
among African states, which he believes can be resolved through dialogue and cooperation.

3. How does Margai define the temporary differences among African nations?
He suggests that these differences are not permanent divisions but rather challenges that
can be overcome as states work towards common goals.

4. Why does Margai believe the Addis Ababa meeting is crucial for African Unity?
Margai sees the meeting as a pivotal moment for leaders to reaffirm their commitment to
unity, which he believes is essential for the continent’s development and success.



