
Key Insights 

• Prime Minister  Belewa highlighted the complexity of undoing colonial legacies in Africa. 

• He argued that the partitioning of Africa by colonial powers was a historical injustice that 

cannot be easily rectified. 

• Maintaining inherited colonial borders was presented as a means to ensure stability and 

peace among African nations. 

• The majority of conference delegates preferred a practical approach over the idea of a 

political union. 

• The speech reflects a broader sentiment among African leaders regarding the challenges of 

unity in the post-colonial context. 

Questions for consideration 

What are the reasons African leaders preferred maintaining inherited colonial borders over a 

Union government of African States? 

Many leaders believed that existing borders, despite their colonial origins, provide a framework 

for stability and peace, reducing the risk of conflict that could arise from redrawing boundaries. 

How do leaders perceive the maintenance of inherited colonial borders as a strategy for peace 

and stability in the post-independence era? 

Leaders view inherited borders as a necessary compromise that helps maintain order and 

prevents the fragmentation of nations that could result from the pursuit of a unified political 

entity. 

What specific aspects of inherited colonial borders do African leaders find significant, and 

why? 

Leaders often see the recognition of inherited borders as critical for national identity, 

sovereignty, and international legitimacy, maintaining the status quo to avoid potential conflicts. 

What implications does the failure to unite nationalist parties in the post-independence era 

have for African leadership? 

The inability of nationalist parties to unite the masses post-independence may reflect a failure 

to fulfill the aspirations for unity and development, risking disillusionment among citizens and 

undermining the legacy of their independence movements. 

 

 


