
Key Insights 

• President Tsiranana highlights the importance of addressing internal divisions among African 

states to achieve unity. 

• He perceives the current political climate as unrealistic for forming a Union government in 

the near term. 

• The concept of a united Africa is rooted in shared ideals and the need for cooperative 

dialogue. 

• The Addis Ababa Conference represents a willingness among leaders to engage in 

discussions, despite existing rivalries. 

• President Tsiranana advocates for maintaining sovereign states while fostering brotherhood 

and cooperation among them. 

Questions for consideration 

1. What specific obstacles to creating a Union government of African States are mentioned in 

the speech? 

The speech indicates that rivalries, divisions, and the differing interests of African leaders 

present significant obstacles to the formation of a Union government. 

 

2. Why did African states create numerous rival groups and organizations after gaining 

independence? 

The emergence of rival groups can be attributed to varying national interests, ethnic 

tensions, and differing political ideologies that developed during the decolonization process. 

 

3. What makes the idea of an immediate Union government “unrealistic,” according to 

President Tsiranana? 

Tsiranana believes that the entrenched divisions and rivalries among African leaders make 

immediate unity unfeasible. 

 

4. Why does Tsiranana think unity cannot be achieved in the “near future”? 

He argues that the existing political landscape and historical rivalries impede the possibility 

of achieving unity among African states quickly. 

 


